PROFESSIONAL CIVIL LAW NOTARY ASSOCIATION

Meeting Minutes May 8, 2018
The regular meeting of the Professional Civil Law Notary Association was called to order by Alan Warren, President, at 6:35 p.m. on Tuesday, May 8, 2018, in the Southern Hills Business Association Conference Center at 9701 Baird Rd., Shreveport, LA 71118.  

Members who signed in for the meeting were:  Alan A. Warren, Henry Taylor, Jr., Glinda DuBois, Alan Warren, Henry Taylor, Mary Gregory, Mike Dickson, Melinda M. Basco, Susan Fortenberry, Judy Case, Fred Jeter, Ben Schonfarber, Marilyn Dixon and Cory Williams.

Guest:  Revreda James

Speaker for the meeting was Mary Jackson, Attorney.   Ms. Jackson spoke on Affidavit of Small Successions, Notaries can not do pleading and since Small Successions are non judicial notaries can do small succession.  Value of the small succession is $125,000.00 or less and the limit of the small succession is 20 to 25 years.  Ms. Jackson spoke on the rules of civil procedures.
Minutes 

Approval for the April 10, 2018 minutes will be postponed until the next meeting.
Treasurer’s Report 

The treasurer’s report for May began with a balance of $11,582.34 with $50.00 withdrawal and   deposit of $35.00  leaving a balance of $11,567.34  Susan Fortenberry, made motion to accept the Treasurer’s report and was seconded by Henry Taylor.  
Old Business

President Warren listed the names of the new officers.


President : 

Alan Warren


Vice President:  
Mike Dickson


Treasury:  

Glinda DuBois

Secretary: 

Melinda Basco

New Business 

Mike Dickson (Legislative Liaison) provided an update on some of the recent happenings with regard to some Notary bills.  SB358 (E-Notary bill) passed the Senate, but did not make it out of the Civil Law and Procedures committee in the House.  It could possibly be brought up again or attached as an amendment to other bills.  Both scenarios are unlikely.  HB572 (E-Notary bill) did not make it out of the House committee.  HCR31 passed the House and was on its way to Senate.  HCR86 was introduced into the House Civil Law and Procedures committee.  Rep Garofalo introduced both resolutions.  He appears to have his eye on impacting the Notary business in some way.  

SB358 dealt with E-Notaries, as did HB572.  Both sought E-Notarization with similar wording; however the SB appeared to have more support.  Not sure why the HB did not make it out of committee, but one less bill to deal with.  

HCR31 is a resolution directing the Louisiana Law Institute to study and make recommendations relative to electronic notarial acts.  Can possibly influence a bill in the 2019 session.  

HCR86 is a resolution that directs the Louisiana Law Institute to study and make recommendations for legislation to implement notaries public with limited authority.  This would have impact on the previously discussed “second class Notary”.  

So, thus far a busy session that the LNA and PCLNA worked together on to provide our legislators with our views.  The fact that the HB was not brought out of committee and the SB failed in the House committee may be an indicator that our contact with our House legislators worked.  The two HCRs are something we need to keep an eye on.  The E-Notarization study may or may not bring forth some type of bill in the 2019 session.  We’ll have to see how it is worded.  The “second class Notary” study may bring about some type of bill that, again, we will need to check the wording, but on the surface, I can’t see why we would want such a classification of a Notary.  The LNA is expected to have one or more representatives present as the Law Institute looks at the two resolutions.  If you don’t already have the contact information for your State Senator and Representative, you should get that information now.  We (through the LNA) don’t always have a lot of notice of when bills are sent to committee.

President Warren wants everyone to consider going to the annual LNA seminar.
President Warren and Glinda DuBois presented past president Henry Taylor a plaque of our appreciation for his two years service to PCLNA.

Motion made by Susan Fortenberry to adjourned meeting and seconded by Ben Schonfarber at 7:50 pm with the next meeting to take place June 12, 2018.

Melinda Basco
Melinda Basco, Secretary  
